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Street homelessness survey “Street Count”

—Case study of Tokyo, New York, London, and Sydney—
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ABSTRACT

Homelessness is a common urban issue observed in many cities of different countries. In order to address this

social problem, one of the first things to do is to grasp the size of homeless populations; however, it is considerably

difficult because the nature of the homelessness phenomenon. This study focuses on street counts that are

conducted in four cities from different countries, New York, London, Sydney and Tokyo, as a means to grasp the

number of rough sleepers. The aim is to understand the history of attempts to grasp the rough sleeping

population in the four cities; to reveal the details of street counts conducted in such aspects as operation,

methodology and citizen participation; and to consider why different cities have started to conduct street counts

that require citizen involvement. In conclusion, a street count is a way of getting to know what the size of the

problem is and making an action to solve the problem at the very same time.
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