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Significances and challenges of utilizing public spaces based on local initiatives
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ABSTRACT

Recently, local groups engaging in construction activities have been increasing. But the

activities seem to face many problems for the lack of technical knowledge and skills of

consensus-building with the neighborhood. And in handling public spaces, they face more

problems such as negotiation with local governments, and observing regulations. This study

examines activities utilizing public spaces carried out by local initiatives which are receiving

funds from Organization for Promoting Urban Development. Conclusions are; 1) Local groups

should promote construction activities from the perspective of building restrictions, safety and

communality, and so on. 2) Local groups should involve local residents as organizers of the

activities, and local governments should support them in providing advice on implementation of

their plans in public spaces. 3) The process that local groups realize their plans make the

construction special, and the hub of local activities, connecting more people and places, and

contribute to activate adjacent areas. That’s the significance of utilizing public spaces.
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