The Social Conflict around the street ‘Graffiti

- Violation of Social Norm between Writers, Local Government and Community -
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Yosuke Shiroyama,

From early 1990’s, ‘Graffiti’ has been popular and became a serious problem in Japan.

1. Itis clearly different that the way of recognitions of Local government and community for illegal Graffiti.

Adviser Masato Dohi

Graffiti could be recognized as
deviation act and violation of social norm. With this hypothesis, | focused on 3 stakeholders, writers, local government and
community, who are commit to Graffiti. | did survey on Shimokitazawa area and interview with officials and retail union. A
participatory observation with the erasing activity for illegal Graffiti and the ‘Legal Wall’ project is also done.

The results are
Officials see it as

violation of low and the matter of public space management. 2. community perceive it as intrude into their everyday space. 3.
These two aspects of social norm violation lead to different activity to encounter with ‘Graffiti’. 4. ‘Legal Wall’ projects is
invented not just to encounter the illegal act but also to move the social norm to writers desire for expression.
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