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A study of the network of the river basin management in international river

- A case of the international river “the Rhine” in Europe —
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ABSTRACT

Water Framework Directive: WFD entered into force in Europe in 2000. Since then, all EU designated countries

have to coordinate with neighbor countries in order to make common “River Basin Management Plan: RBMP”. EU

countries are currently making lots of efforts to make adapt their national laws into WFD and to reorganize their

governance structure, while they are struggling with confliction between “Originality of Nation” and “Integrity of

Basin”. This research aims to figure out the river basin management network in the case for the Rhine basin and to

understand how nations and locals had been acting and involved for the 1st Rhine RBMP. The following

conclusion has been drawn: The Rhine basin countries integrate the Rhine basin with the framework of “ecology”

and “water environment”, while they still allow the flexibility for “Originality of Nation” or “Originality of Local”.
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