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Community Recognition of Revitalization from Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake

- A case study of villages in Higashiyama Area, Ojiya City, Niigata Prefecture, using Revitalization Curves —
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ABSTRACT
This study focuses on villages in Higashiyama Area, Ojiya city, Niigata Prefecture which suffers from

severe depopulation and population aging caused by Mid Niigata Prefecture Earthquake which

occurred on October 23, 2004. Researches were conducted with 9 villages in the Higashiyama Area

by two steps. 1) Analyzing the interviews with the villagers and revealing the relations between the

events that happened after the earthquake. 2) Drawing “Revitalization Curve” from the results of 1)

with the villagers. This concludes that people in the community decreasing population recognized that

their Revitalization Curves became nearly neutral.
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