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A study of the policies and actual status of homelessness in Washington State, US 
To focus on the relationship between federal policies and state ones― 

 
 

Environmental Design Program 
Yukihiro Sugawara, Advisor Masato Dohi 

ABSTRACT 
The Homelessness Housing and Assistance Act (HHAA) passed in Washington State (WA) in 2005 as 

the state act. It is unique in the US that the state agency mediates homeless support among the federal 
agency and local agencies by establishing the act only for homelessness. This study examines an 
ongoing situation of the WA, drawing on interviews with the staff of the WA agency and some local 
key agencies and Internet research. Three conclusions have been drawn: 1) WA government collects the 
Document Recording Fee (DRF) which is charged when the citizens acquire a real property in WA and 
provides grants to agencies supporting homeless people. 2) WA government has the database which 
collects the identified information of all homeless people in WA and it enables to provide grants 
effectively. 3) DRF and the database are required by the HHAA to end homelessness in WA. 
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